
Neuse Charter School Primary 
Academy 2019 Summer Reading Options 
 
We are truly excited to share our book selections for the upcoming 2019 Summer Reading 
Project! We would like to thank our students, parents, and staff for providing us with detailed 
feedback from last summer. In an effort to make our Summer Reading Project even more 
meaningful, you will notice a few changes.  

 
This summer students will be required to select one of the books listed for their grade level. 
Students will read their selected book and complete an assignment to demonstrate their 
knowledge throughout the summer. Students will submit their assignments at the end of August 
and their teachers will work together to assess their assignments and provide students with 
detailed feedback by the end of September.  

 
So, how were the book options selected? Each Primary Academy grade level team of teachers 
worked together to identify ten summer reading options for their upcoming students on 
NCWiseOwl, which is an online database that houses collections of ebooks, learning resources, 
and websites paid for by the state for all public school students. A cross functional team of staff 
members that serve the entire K-12 student body reviewed and evaluated the book selections 
using a rubric consisting of the following categories: 

 
○ NCS Mission, NCS Character Traits, and NCS Competencies Alignment  
○ NC Content Standards Alignment  
○ Lexile Level  
○ Age Appropriate Content 

 
The top three books receiving the highest score and meeting the mandatory requirements were 
selected to be offered as options for students to read over the summer for the assignment. In 
addition, the book option from last summer will also be an option. In addition to the book titles, 
we’ve also included the NCWiseOwl review to help your students reach their decision. Please 
note that our teachers are still developing the assignments for each book option. This 
information and all other books meeting the mandatory requirements listed above will be 
released as additional reading options next month, so please be on the lookout! If you have any 
questions about the Summer Reading program, please contact our Dean of Academics, Dr. 
Silver, at jsilver@neusecharterschool.org. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jsilver@neusecharterschool.org


Rising Kindergarten 
- The Night Before Kindergarten by Julie Dorrell:   A twist on "The Night Before 

Christmas", this tale details the excitement and nerves right before the first day in 
Kindergarten. Join the kids as they prepare for kindergarten, packing school supplies, 
posing for pictures, and the hardest part of all--saying goodbye to Mom and Dad. But 
maybe it won't be so hard once they discover just how much fun kindergarten really is! 
 

- Bear Snores On by Karma Wilson:  One of the first books in Karma Wilson’s popular 
Bear Series. As Bear is hibernating for his winter nap, mouse decides to throw a party in 
his den for the animals of the forest. Bear is in for a surprise when he finally wakes up to 
these uninvited guest. 

 
- Brown Bear, Brown Bear: What Do You See? by Bill Martin JR. and Eric Carle:  A 

great tale from Eric Carle and Bill Martin! The colorful images and rhyming pattern of this 
book allows children to join along! 
 

- Please Say Please by Kyle Webster: In rhyming text, a little girl learns the importance 
of saying please when she asks for anything. Last year’s Kindergarten Summer 
Reading text. 

 

Rising 1st Grade 
- Dragons Love Tacos by Adam Rubin:   A persuasive tale about the best ways to lure a 

dragon to your party. Be careful what you wish for when the dragons attend! Adam 
Rubin walks us step by step through how to use different kinds of tacos and toppings to 
get a dragon to a party! 
 

- The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt:  One of the first books in Karma Wilson’s 
popular Bear Series. As Bear is hibernating for his winter nap, mouse decides to throw a 
party in his den for the animals of the forest. Bear is in for a surprise when he finally 
wakes up to these uninvited guest. 

 
- The Word Collector by Peter H. Reynolds: An excellent tale that shows the power and 

magic that words have. Jerome is a little boy who has discovered the magic of the words 
all around him. He learns that all words, no matter the size, syllables, or patterns, have 
the ability to transform and empower us. 
 

- Splat the Cat: The Big Helper by Rob Scotton: When Dad decides to create to-do lists 
for the family, Splat is sure he'll never have fun again. But then he learns how using his 
imagination can make anything fun! Last year’s 1st Grade Summer Reading text. 



 

Rising 2nd Grade 
- Science, No Fair!: Project Droid  by Nancy Krulik: Logan Applebaum’s inventor 

mother surprises her one day with a new robot cousin that she has created, Java, who is 
quite the handful. At first, Java seems to be the key to helping Logan win the third grade 
science contest and beat the Silverspoon twins. But when Java mysteriously becomes 
the partners for the Silverspoon twins, Logan needs to figure out a way to get Java back 
on her side without any suspicion. 
 

- The Universe Ate My Homework by David Zeltsar:  Abby’s least favorite thing is 
homework. When she finds a scientific recipe to create a parallel universe where there is 
no homework, she is absolutely thrilled. However, Abby finds out it is harder to get out 
than she thinks.  

 
- Magic Tree House: Dinosaurs Before Dark by Mary Pope Osbourne: The first book 

in the popular Magic Treehouse series. We meet Jack and Annie as they explore this 
mysterious tree house that has shown up. However, the tree house whisks them away to 
the past, landing them in the prehistoric past when dinosaurs roamed the Earth. Now 
they must figure out a way to get back to the present and out of harm’s way! 
 

- What Would You Do With a Problem? by Kobi Yamada: This is the story of a 
persistent problem and the child who isn't so sure what to make of it. The longer the 
problem is avoided, the bigger it seems to get. But when the child finally musters up the 
courage to face it, the problem turns out to be something quite different than it appeared. 
Last year’s 2nd Grade Summer Reading text. 

 

Rising 3rd Grade 
- Ivy and Bean  by Annie Burrows: Ivy and Bean seemed to be exact opposites when 

they first met. However, when Bean plays a joke on her sister, Nancy, Ivy is quick to the 
rescue. This is the first tale in a series where two opposite girls show how they can put 
aside their differences to form a great friendship. 
 

- The Mouse and the Motorcycle by Beverly Cleary:  When Keith and his family check 
into the Mountain View Inn, Ralph S. Mouse is intrigued by his shiny toy motorcycle. The 
two form an unlikely bond and Ralph begins his adventures about the Inn on the shiny 
toy motorcycle. The two show how teamwork and friendship can lead to the best 
adventures. 



 
- Honus and Me by Dan Gutman: The first tale in Dan Gutman’s Baseball Card 

Adventure Series. Joe Stoshack’s love of baseball is great, but he struggles with his 
confidence in his abilities. When he takes a job cleaning a neighbor’s attic, he discovers 
a rare T-206 Honus Wagner baseball card. Before he knows it, Joe is whisked back to 
1909, the year Honus is in the World Series, where he is about to learn some valuable 
lessons. 
 

- The Year of Billy Miller by Kevin Henkes: Seven-year-old Billy Miller starts second 
grade with a bump on his head and a lot of worries, but by the end of the year he has 
developed good relationships with his teacher, his little sister, and his parents and 
learned many important lessons. Last year’s 3rd Grade Summer Reading text. 

 

Rising 4th Grade 
- Inside Out and Back Again  by Thanna Lai: This 2011 Newberry Award winner helps 

us see the journey of Immigration through our author’s personal experience. Ha has 
been taken away from her home and all she knows when Saigon falls during the 
Vietnam War. Her family immigrates to Alabama in the United States. Her family must 
learn to adjust to the new culture and endure challenges as new citizens in the US. 
 

- The Lemonade War by Jacqueline Davies:  Evan has always gotten along well with 
his sister Jessie, until she skips the third grade and ends up in fourth grade with him. 
Evan decides to keep her out of her plan to create a lemonade stand, even though she 
could use his help. Jessie decides to create her own, creating an all out battle between 
the two stands. Can they overcome their differences and learn to work as a team for 
success? 

 
- Percy Jackson: The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan: Through his struggles with 

ADHD and dyslexia, Percy Jackson will go for trouble making over learning. He is sent to 
a private school in New York, where he is danger of being sent away. One day, his math 
teacher suddenly turns into a monster, causing Percy to have to fight and escape. He 
then learns his Dad is the Greek God Poseidon and enters a whole new world of 
learning. This is the first book in the series and has a lot of ties and references to Greek 
Mythology. 
 

- The Hero Two Doors Down by Sharon Robinson: Stephen Satlow is an eight-year-old 
boy living in Brooklyn, New York, which means he only cares about one thing - the 
Dodgers. Steve and his father spend hours reading the sports pages and listening to 
games on the radio. Aside from an occasional run-in with his teacher, life is pretty simple 
for Steve. But then Steve hears a rumor that an African American family is moving to his 
all-Jewish neighborhood. It's 1948 and some of his neighbors are against it. Steve 



knows this is wrong. His hero, Jackie Robinson, broke the color barrier in baseball the 
year before. Then it happens--Steve's new neighbor is none other than Jackie Robinson! 
Steve is beyond excited about living two doors down from the Robinson family. Last 
year’s 4th Grade Summer Reading text. 


